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Dear GLN Members,

As we approach the end of 2025, we find ourselves navigating a world marked by rising geopolitical

tensions, increasing polarization, and persistent humanitarian crises. The impacts of climate change,

global conflicts, and strained multilateralism have created profound uncertainty, especially for women,

children, and adolescents in low- and middle-income countries. In these times, our shared commitment

to advancing the WCAH agenda is not only necessary but urgent.

Despite these complex realities, the GLN has continued to drive forward critical wins this year. The

recent G20 Leaders’ Declaration stands as a beacon of hope in an otherwise difficult and turbulent

global moment and a testament to the impact of GLN advocacy. Its explicit recognition of the GLN and

the centrality of WCAH is a profound affirmation of our shared work - especially at a time when the

world is grappling with deep geopolitical tensions, rising polarization, and persistent humanitarian

crises.

At the G20 Social Summit and Health Working Group, we organized, with PMNCH and partners sessions

profiling WCAH. An opinion piece published in Bloomberg by the President of South Africa and former

Prime Minister Helen Clark powerfully underscored the urgency of political leadership and sustained

financing for WCAH. During UNGA 79, our side event co-hosted by ALMA brought together 4 heads of

states and governments and a host of development leaders in a renewed call for political leadership and

financial investment in WCAH including sexual and reproductive health and rights. Earlier this summer,

the engagement of the President of South Africa during TICAD 9 helped deepen Africa-Japan

cooperation on maternal and child health and helped position WCAH in global media. At the WHO AFRO

regional committee meeting, GLN members including Senegal and Kenya called for institutionalizing

reporting on WCAH in regional institutions.

These expanding achievements remind us that collective action works - especially when grounded in

evidence, coordinated advocacy, and political leadership at the highest level.

Looking ahead, our priority is clear: to ensure that WCAH is not treated as a peripheral issue but

embedded structurally in regional and global policy frameworks. Together, with your continued

leadership and engagement, the GLN will push forward an agenda that is bold, inclusive, and actionable.

Thank you for your unwavering dedication, and I look forward to building on our shared achievements in

the months ahead.

In solidarity,

Dr Lwazi 

Head of the GLN Secretariat


